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REE: SANTIAGO 773 

1. SUMMARY. PERUVIAN AMBASSADOR TO CHILE DEEENDS SOVIET TANK 
PURCHASE AS NORMAL REPLACEMENT OF ARMS FROM SOURCE WHICH 
OFEERED BEST PRICE. PURCHASE FROM US IMPOSSIBLE BECAUSE OE 

US CREDIT CUTOFF IN RETALIATION PERUVIAN EXPROPRIATION US 
COMPANIES. AMBASSADOR DENIED PRESENCE SOVIET ROCKETS OR ISRAELI 
INTRUCTORS IN PERU. END SUMMARY. 

2. PERUVIAN AMBASSADOR TO CHILE ARTURO GARCIA, IN INTERVIEW 
WITH SANTIAGO PAPER LA TERCERA PUBLISHED MAR 2, STRONGLY 
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INSISTED TANKS WERE NORMAL REPLACEMENT OF OBSOLETE 
ARMS. HE CLAIMED NOT TO KNOW HOW MANY HAD BEEN 
PURCHASED AND THAT WHILE IT WAS "PROBABLE" THAT 
SOME SOVIET INSTRUCTORS HAD COME WITH THE TANKS, 

THESE INSTRUCTORS WERE IN NO WAY "MILITARY ADVISORS." 
SINCE DEPARTURE OF US MISSION SOME YEARS AGO PERU 
HAD HAD NO EOREIGN ADVISORS AND WANTED TO KEEP OUT 
OF SUPERPOWER RIVALRIES. TANKS WERE PURCHASED FROM 
RUSSIA BECAUSE US "HAD NO TANKS FOR SALE TO PERU" 

DUE US CUT-OEF OF CREDITS IN RESPONSE GOC "EXPROPRIATION" 
US COMPANIES AND CONDITIONS OF SALE MORE ADVANTAGEOUS 
FROM RUSSIANS. 

2. GARCIA REFUTED AS "GROTESQUE" SANTIAGO PRESS 
STORIES OE SOVIET ROCKETS IN PERU, STATING THAT 
RUSSIA WOULD NOT WANT TO REPEAT CUBAN EXPERIENCE IN 
PERU, AND PERU WOULD NOT PERMIT EOREIGN OPERATIONS OF 
WEAPONS ON PERUVIAN SOIL IN ANY EVENT. IN RESPONSE TO 
QUESTION ABOUT WASHINGTON REPORTS OF GOP DESIRE TO PUR- 
CHASE SURFACE-TO-AIR MISSILES, GARCIA NOTED SAMS PI JR FLY 
DEFENSIVE ARMS AND IF GOP ACQUIRED THEM THEY WOULD BE 
"SMALL, OR SIMPLY MOBILE UNITS" (I.E. OF NO OFFENSIVE 
DANGER TO CHILE.) 

3. GARCIA CITED PRES VELASCO CALL FOR ARMS FREEZE 
AS CONCRETE EVIDENCE OF PERUVIAN DESIRE AVOID AMRS 
RACE. 

4. CLAIMS OE PRESENCE OE ISRAELI INSTRUCTORS IN 
PERU WERE "ABSOLUTELY EALSE." GARCIA SAID THERE 
WERE NOT NOW AND WOULD NOT BE IN THE FUTURE ISRAELI 
INSTRUCTORS IN PERU. 

POPPER 
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